Scabies epidemiology, Kauai, Hawaii, 1981-1985.
The demography of scabies was studied in the sole dermatology practice on the island of Kauai, Hawaii, over a 50-month period. Scabies was observed far more frequently in whites and Hawaiians than in Japanese and Filipinos. Within the white ethnic group, scabies was most frequently diagnosed in persons between 15 and 44 years old, while in Hawaiians, the disease was most common in the 0-14-year age group. It is possible that learned or acquired behavior patterns may play a significant role in contracting the disease.